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1. BACKGROUND OF THE TOPIC 

 

 

Israel is the world’s only Jewish state, located just east of the Mediterranean Sea. Palestinians, 

the Arab population that hails from the land Israel now controls, refer to the territory as 

Palestine, and want to establish a state by that name on all or part of the same land. The 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict is over who gets what land and how it’s controlled. Though both 

Jews and Arab Muslims date their claims to the land back a couple thousand years, the current 

political conflict began in the early 20th century.  

Jews fleeing persecution in Europe wanted to establish a national homeland in what was then 

an Arab- and Muslim-majority territory in the Ottoman and later British Empire. The Arabs 

resisted, seeing the land as rightfully theirs. An early United Nations plan to give each group 

part of the land failed, and Israel and the surrounding Arab nations fought several wars over 

the territory. Today’s lines largely reflect the outcomes of two of these wars, one waged in 

1948 and another in 1967. 

The 1967 war is particularly important for today’s conflict, as it left Israel in control of the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip, two territories home to large Palestinian populations. 

Today, the West Bank is nominally controlled by the Palestinian Authority and is under 

Israeli occupation. This comes in the form of Israeli troops, who enforce Israeli security 

restrictions on Palestinian movement and activities, and Israeli “settlers,” Jews who build 

ever-expanding communities in the West Bank that effectively deny the land to Palestinians. 

Gaza is controlled by Hamas, an Islamist fundamentalist party, and is under Israeli blockade 

but not ground troop occupation. 

The primary approach to solving the conflict today is a so-called “two-state solution” that 

would establish Palestine as an independent state in Gaza and most of the West Bank, leaving 

the rest of the land to Israel. Though the two-state plan is clear in theory, the two sides are 

still deeply divided over how to make it work in practice. 

The alternative to a two-state solution is a “one-state solution,” wherein all of the land 

becomes either one big Israel or one big Palestine. Most observers think this would cause 

more problems than it would solve, but this outcome is becoming more likely over time for 

political and demographic reasons.  
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Backsliding peace process 

US backing for Israel in its various wars with the Arabs, including in 1967 and 1973, has been 

extended on the basis that once the dust settled, Israel would seek an accommodation with its 

antagonists.This became known as the “peace process”, an ephemeral concept that has come 

and gone depending on circumstances on the ground, and the willingness of the US to invest 

capital in that process. 

That is what happened after the 1973 Yom Kippur War when then-Secretary of State Henry 

Kissinger brokered a peace deal between Israel and its arch foe, Egypt. 

Attempts since then to build on the Camp David Accords have moved forward in fits and 

starts with limited success through moments of promise such as the 1993 handshake on the 

White House lawn between Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin. That process was cut down by an Israeli assassin’s bullet in 1995, when Rabin 

was executed during an election campaign rally. Rabin paid the price for his engagement in an 

attempt to reach an understanding with the Palestinians leading to a lasting peace. 

The Oslo Accords between Israeli and Palestinian interlocutors that paved the way for the 

possibility of an “historic compromise” effectively died that day. 

In the years since - now more than two decades - the so-called peace process has shifted 

backwards even as Israel continued its settlement construction in territory occupied in 1967, 

including parts of East Jerusalem.What is unarguable is that the Jewish state under successive 

nationalist governments has embarked on a process of creeping annexation of territory under 

its control. Likud governments led by Benjamin Netanyahu have been, for the most part, 

resistant to making the sort of concessions to the Palestinians that would enable real progress 

towards a peace settlement. It’s also the case the Palestinians have been either unwilling – or 

unable – to engage constructively in a full-blown peace process, even if Israel was well-

motivated. 

A decrepit Palestinian leadership well past its use-by date is hardly in a position to negotiate, 

even if Palestinians were not split in half between the Islamist Hamas in control in Gaza and 

the Fatah mainstream in the West Bank. The absence of presidential elections for more than a 

decade robs the traditional Palestinian leadership of legitimacy. 
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This is the reality. Israel has a leadership that is stealthily extending its grip on territories 

occupied in 1967. This is now at the point where it will become even more difficult to achieve 

territorial compromise under a so-called “land for peace” formula. 

- America’s shifting role  

Writing for Foreign Affairs, Middle East analyst Steven Cooke makes good points in 

responding to the arguments of those supporting the move of the US embassy to Jerusalem as 

a potential game-changer in Middle East peace efforts. Even if there was a hint of a genuine 

peace initiative resuming, nothing will be achieved without a US honest broker in such a 

process. What will likely be disappointing to the Palestinian leadership is a relatively muted 

international reaction to events in Gaza. Statements such as those from UN Secretary General 

Antonio Guterres condemning the violence have been pro forma. Washington’s response was 

summed up by UN ambassador Nikki Haley, who criticised what she characterised as the 

double standards applied by other nations to Israel. “Who among us would accept this type of 

activity on your border?” she asked, adding no country acted “with more restraint than Israel”. 

It is difficult to escape the conclusion that the Trump administration has effectively written 

Israel and its nationalist leadership a blank cheque to deal with the Palestinians as they see fit, 

including a continuing process of annexation. 

 

2. CURRENT SITUATION 

Human Rights with an-emphasis on women and children : 

Women are being shut out of Palestinian politics and excluded from peace talks, according to 

Randa Siniora, the first female Palestinian campaigner to address the UN security council.  

while women in the occupied territories often face the greatest violence, they are overlooked 

in the country’s political and humanitarian responses. The Israeli occupation and the resulting 

humanitarian crisis are deeply gendered and exacerbate existing gender inequalities. Women 

disproportionately endure the violence of occupation borne by all Palestinians, and often with 

gender-specific consequences,” said Siniora, general director of the Women’s Centre for 

Legal Aid and Counselling in Palestine. Palestinian women face attacks and discrimination by 

the Israeli military on a daily basis, adding that spikes in political violence lead to increased 
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violence in the home. UN statistics show that, despite international efforts, the representation 

of women in peace processes has either stalled or declined. 

“The ones who do not wage war are being disqualified from making peace. Those who wage 

war are the preferred occupants for peace tables,” said Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, executive 

director of UN Women, who told the council that women are either vastly under-represented 

or completely excluded from peace talks and monitoring committees. Between 1990 and 

2017, under our watch, women constituted only 2% of mediators, 8% of negotiators, and 5% 

of witnesses and signatories in major peace processes. Only three out of 11 agreements signed 

in 2017 contained provisions on gender equality, continuing last year’s worrisome downward 

trend. Of 1,500 agreements signed between 2000 and 2016, only 25 raise the role of women’s 

engagement in the implementation phase. In Palestine, Randa Siniora, who has documented 

human rights violations in the occupied Palestinian territories for three decades, said women 

are excluded from key positions despite evidence that they have been critical to working 

across political divides, building grassroots support for peace, and providing essential 

expertise on human rights. “Representation of women in key decision-making positions, 

including in Palestinian Authority institutions, is barely 5%,” she said. 

 In suppressing demonstrations by the Palestinian population, including live fire involving 

children, Israel is continually setting back the peace process and feeding the distress and 

resentment of a young society whose future is uncertain. The Palestinians claim their 

fundamental rights to freedom of movement and to a decent life. However, imprisoned in a 

veritable open-air prison, Gaza is subject to an embargo, which paralyses and blocks one of 

the most important Palestinian cities. Access to healthcare and basic needs is sorely lacking, 

whether it be school supplies, clothing, food, fuel or even drinking water. In addition to the 

children directly injured in the Israeli offensives, most of the Gaza children are on the brink of 

a mental health crisis. A study conducted by a group for the defence of children’s rights in 

June 2018 revealed that 95% of the young people surveyed in Gaza had symptoms of deep 

psychological distress: depression, hyperactivity, aggression, sleep disorders, anxiety, 

incontinence, a preference for being alone, sometimes going into a vegetative state. The 

health problems are numerous, but support mechanisms for children are mostly insufficient. 

As a result of the blockade, medical institutions and medical supplies, especially in terms of 

therapeutic psychiatric support, are inadequate, and humanitarian aid scarcely exists. This 

means that families are forced to purchase medicines on the black market at exorbitant prices, 
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which sometimes causes more harm to the health of their children. Children in the Gaza Strip 

need help from the international community. 

The Gaza Strip has 2 million inhabitants, 50% of whom are children. The 10 years of conflict 

and embargo have had an impact on almost all aspects of daily life – from education and 

employment to health, housing, and health facilities. The children grow up in a situation of 

deprivation and extreme economic and social distress. Youth unemployment has risen to 60%, 

while the rate of poverty has increased to 50% in young people’s families. This is why, more 

than ever, the protection of children must be prioritised. 

 

 

-  Settlements :  

Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank began in 1967, Israelis have been traveling 

there in groups to live in settlements. 

Settlements are communities of Jews that have been moving to the West Bank since it came 

under Israeli occupation in 1967. Some of the settlers move there for religious reasons, some 

because they want to claim the West Bank territory as Israeli land, and some because the 

housing there tends to be cheap and subsidized. Settlements are generally considered to be a 

major impediment to peace. 

About 500,000 Israelis live in the settlements, of which there are about 130 scattered around 

the West Bank. Roughly 75 percent of settlers live on or near the West Bank border with 

Israel. Some of the settlements are vast communities that house tens of thousands of people 

and look like suburban developments. Some look like hand-built shanty outposts. 

Settlements create what Israelis and Palestinians call “new facts on the ground.” Palestinian 

communities are split apart and their connection to the land weakened, while Jewish 

communities put down roots in territory meant for Palestinians. In effect, it blurs or constrains 

the boundaries of any future Palestinian state. For some settlers, this is the point: they want 

the West Bank fully incorporated as Israeli territory and are trying to make that happen. 
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The settlements and military occupation required to defend them makes life really difficult for 

Palestinians. Palestinians are excluded from certain Israeli-only roads and forced to go 

through a number of security checkpoints. 

Most international lawyers (including one asked by Israel to review them in 1967) believe 

settlements violate the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the transfer of population 

into occupied territories. Israel’s government disputes that. 

Peace Now said in a statement that the land on which the settler homes will be built legally 

belongs to the Palestinian municipality of Hebron. 

According to Peace Now, settlement plans in the West Bank have increased since the 

beginning of 2017, when Donald Trump, a key ally of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, was inaugurated as president of the United States. 

According to Palestinian figures, more than 700,000 Jewish settlers now live on 196 

settlements (built with Israeli government approval) and more than 200 settler outposts (built 

without its approval) across the occupied West Bank. 

International law views the West Bank and East Jerusalem as occupied territories and 

considers all Jewish settlements on the land to be illegal. They are also viewed as major 

obstacles in peace efforts as they are built on land the Palestinians want for their future state. 

 

3. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 

a. Zionism 

 

As for the definition made by Cambridge Dictionary zionism is defined as “ a political 

 movement  that had as its original aim the creation of a country for Jewish people and that 

now supports the state of Israel” as its roots comes from Eastern Europe towards the end of 

19th century.Zionism as a official political organization by Theodor Herzl in 1897. Zionist 

idea reached its goals and established State of Israel and secured its presence in the  homeland 

of Jewish people, Middle East. 
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b. Anti-Semitism 

 

An against and hostile behavior against any one from Jewish population just because 

regarding to their identity is defined as anti-semitism. The propaganda is mostly used by 

Nazi’s during the years of World War II, in order to legitimize their actions towards Jewish 

people. The term “anti-semitism” was first used by William Marr in 1879. Expelling of Jews 

in England, 1290 was one of the first examples of anti-semitic actions. 

 

c. Palestinian National Authority (PNA)  

 

The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) is an autonomous national entity comprising the 

territories of Gaza (formerly under Egyptian sovereignty) and West Bank (formerly under 

Jordan sovereignty), which were occupied by the Israeli Defense Forces in June 

1967.
1
Officially continues its acts since 1994. PNA was supported by the EU and the USA 

but the aid was cut in 2007. The role of women is very vague in PNA authority and is not 

respected enough. Even a woman can not smoke hookah in public because it is believed that, 

it may end marriages. 

  

d. Nabka 

 

Also known as Al-Nabka which is defined according to Oxford Dictionary “The Palestinian 

term for the events of 1948, when many Palestinians were displaced by the creation of the 

new state of Israel.” Al-Nabka translates into the catastrophe, this event confirms the suffrage 

that the people went through since al-Nabka is considered as an ethnic cleansing in the history 

of Palestine. Over 500 Palestinian homes were destructed and nearly 1 million Palestinian was 

forced to leave their homes. 

 

 

e. Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) 

 

After the gathering of Palestinian National Congress in 1964, Palestinian Liberation 

Organization was established. The Arab Summit in 1974 recognized the PLO as the “sole and 

                                                        
1 http://www.worldstatesmen.org/Palestinian_National_Authority.htm 
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legitimate representative of the Palestinian people” and since then the PLO has represented 

Palestine at the United Nations, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries (NAM), the 

Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), and in many other fora.
i
  

 

f.    United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 

 

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 

responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe 

and for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. 

It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require its 

attention throughout the year. It meets at the UN Office at Geneva. The Council is made up of 

47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UN General Assembly. The 

Human Rights Council replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

 

 

g. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

  

 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document in the 

history of human rights. Drafted by representatives with different legal and cultural 

backgrounds from all regions of the world, the Declaration was proclaimed by the 

United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 December 1948 (General Assembly 

resolution 217 A) as a common standard of achievements for all peoples and all 

nations. It sets out, for the first time, fundamental human rights to be universally 

protected. 
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Dear Delegates, 

 

In this section we included some previous UN documents regarding to human rights 

violations in the area. We hope that these links will be sufficient in order for your researches 

and give ideas about your documents during the committee. 

You may always contact us if you have any questions.  

 laracin0@gmail.com 

gheibia98@gmail.com 

 

Best Regards, 

UNHRC Committee Board 
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